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Knoxyille, TN 37996 
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8659744811 
February 28, 2013 
Belle S. Wheelan, Ph.D. 
President 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges 
1866 Southern lane 
Decatur, Georgia, 30033-4097 
Notification: Bachelor of Science in Audiology and Speech Pathology, Joint Degree between the University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville and the University of Tennessee Health Science Center 
Dear Dr. Wheelan, 
Please accept this letter of Notification from The University of Tennessee regarding its Bachelor of Science in 
Audiology and Speech Pathology to be offer as of Fall, 2013, as a joint degree between the University of 
Tennessee - Knoxville (UTK) and the University of Tennessee Health Science Center (UTHSC). Although the 
UTHSC and UTK are currently accredited as one institution, this letter of notification is submitted in 
anticipation of the separation of the two institutions (once the UTHSC successfully completes the process of 
becoming a separately accredited unit from a member institution). 
In 2008, the Department of Audiology and Speech Pathology and the graduate degrees in audiology and 
speech pathology (at both the masters level and doctoral level), were transferred from UTK to UTHSC. At the 
time of the tranSition, UTK planned to eliminate the undergraduate courses and degree in Audiology and 
Speech Pathology as of 2014. Since 2008, all departmental undergraduate courses have been dual listed 
through UTK and UTHSC and taught by UTHSC faculty in the Department of Audiology and Speech Pathology 
(which is located on the UT Knoxville campus). These dual-listed courses serve primarily as prerequisites to a 
graduate degree (which is required for professional practice). However, there continues to be interest among 
undergraduate students to complete an undergraduate degree in Audiology and Speech Pathology in 
preparation to enter one of the graduate degree options offered through the UTHSC. As such, a joint degree 
has been developed as outlined here. 
For the joint degree, qualified students will be admitted to and complete three years of study in the UTK 
College of Education Health and Human Sciences (located on the UT Knoxville campus) to meet all general 
education and pre-major requirements (approximately 90 semester credit hours). At the end of their junior 
year, students will apply to and, if admitted, transfer to the UTHSC College of Allied Health Sciences 
Department of Audiology and Speech Pathology (co-located on the UT Knoxville campus) to complete courses 
in audiology and speech pathology (approximately 34 semester credit hours; thus over 25% of the required 
semester credit hours will be offered through the direct instruction by UTHSC faculty). The joint Bachelor of 
Science degree, with a single major in Audiology and Speech Pathology, will provide the necessary background 
and preparation to progress into graduate study for students interested in pursuing professional licensure. 
Science degree, with a single major in Audiology and Speech Pathology, will provide the necessary background 
and preparation to progress into graduate study for students interested in pursuing professional licensure. 
The Joint Bachelor of Science Degree in Audiology and Speech Pathology was reviewed and approved by the 
respective college curriculum committees, deans of the two colleges directly involved in the collaboration, the 
Graduate Council of the Knoxville campus, the UTHSC Vice Chancellor for Academic, Faculty and Student 
Affairs, and the UTK Provost prior to the memorandum of understanding (MOU) being signed by the 
respective UTK and UTHSC chancellors. The MOU (attached) outlines the need for the continuation of this 
program and significance of the collaboration, process for admissions and student advising, the curriculum, 
management and allocation of necessary resources (which is relatively seamless given both institutions are 
within the same system and on the same campus), and the impact on other programs or concentrations. 
Subsequently, the signed MOU was submitted to the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEe) to 
assure the official academic program inventory for both institutions includes the Joint degree (see attached for 
letter of confirmation from THEe). 
Should you need any further information regarding the joint degree outlined above and on the attachments, 
please feel free to contact Dr. Mary lewnes Albrecht, SACS liaison for the University of Tennessee, (at 865­
974-3635 or mlalbrecht@utk.edu) or Dr. Alicia Dorsey, Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, UTHSC 
(901- 448-2947 or adorsey2@uthsc.edu). 
Sincerely, D(~I----<;st"~(:.(f/
Chancellor 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center 
cc: 	 Dr. Cheryl R. Scheid, Vice Chancellor for Academic, Faculty and Student Affairs, UTHSC 
Dr. Susan D. Martin, Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor, UTK 
Dr. Alicia M. Dorsey, Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, UTHSC 
Dr. Sally J. McMillan, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, UTK 
Dr. Mary Lewnes Albrecht, Associate Vice Provost, UTK 
Dr. Katie N. High, Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs and Student Success, UT 










 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 13, 2013 
 
 
President Joe DiPietro 
The University of Tennessee 
800 Andy Holt Tower 
Knoxville, TN 37996-0180 
 
Dear President DiPietro: 
 
 In your letter of January 11, 2013, you requested, on behalf of UT 
Knoxville and UT Health Science Center to stop the phase-out of the Audiology 
and Speech Pathology baccalaureate degrees that is scheduled for 2014. The 
request to rename and consolidate the two degrees has been approved.  The 
new Memorandum of Understanding clearly outlines the parameters for success 
for this collaborative 3+1 program.   
 
 The state’s program inventory for the UT Health Science Center will 
reflect this program action. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard G. Rhoda 
 
 
 
 
cc: Chancellor Jimmy Cheek, UTK 
 Chancellor Steve J. Schwab, UTHSC 
 Dr. Katherine High, UT System 
  
 
RICHARD G. RHODA 
Executive Director 
BILL HASLAM 
Governor 
STATE OF TENNESSEE 
HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION 
PARKWAY TOWERS, SUITE 1900 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0830 
(615) 741-3605 
FAX: (615) 741-6230 
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